Exerything you need to know .about the
Multiplication Tahles Check

You may have heard rumowrs about the new Multiplication Tables
Check (or MTC) - eek! But don’t worry, by understanding what the
MTC is, how itll he assessed and how you can help your child
prepare for it, its not as scary as it sounds.

Whats the pUrnose Qi the MTC?

The Check is designed to help ensure that children know their times
tables wup to |12 off by heart.

The MTC is currently .ovailable .as .a rvoluntary test and will hecome
a statutory requirement in the academic year of 2019-2020.

The Check will bhe taken by pupils in Year 4 (me,a,n,ing that cuwrrent
Year 3 pupils will take the Check).

[t will take place in June .over .o three-week window, with no set
day for the Check.

The MTC will he token on computers or tablets.

From the time a question .appears .on screen, pupils will have six
seconds to answer each question, using .o keyhoard to input their
answer or pressing digits with .a mouse or touchscreen. It will
consist of 25 questions and will take less than five minutes!

The questions will he randomly selected by the testing programme
from 12| different options, ranging from 2 x 2 = up to 12 x |12.
The tests sofiware haos heen programmed to show children more
questions from the 6, 7, 8, 9 .and |2 times tahbles, .as these .are
trickier times tables focused on more in Years 3 and 4. (The 25, 5s

and 1045 .are more of a focus in Years | .and 2.)


https://thirdspacelearning.com/blog/year-4-multiplication-times-tables-check-new-assessment-framework-2020/

How will the MTC be assessed?

Parents will receive results from the Check .after the three-week
windomw .

There won't be a ‘pass’ or fail threshold - its just to see how each
child is doing and if they need any extra support in their times
tables. It will also help schools to see if they need to make any
adjustments to the waoy theyre teaching.

e Try .not to learn times tables .only by reciting them in .order,
s this can make them harder to recall when they are presented
in a rondom order. Lnstead, .once yowr child feels comfortable
with a table, sk them questions and gradually add in other
tables s they hecome .more confident.

o Ower learn o few times tables at a time - we often spend 2
weeks learning the first half of .« times table so0 that we
know it inside .and out and at speed - .no counting .on
fingers!



